
 
 

WELCOME TO CONNOR COMMENTS! 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

I am so pleased to present to you our Veronica E. Connor Middle School Parent Newsletter.  We 

will publish this document quarterly with the goal of keeping all informed about the great things 

happening in our middle school.   

We live in a world that continually presents many new opportunities and challenges to our students.  

With each passing year, it seems that the advancements in technology continually shape and 

develop many aspects of our lives.  This continuous flux causes me to reflect and respond to what 

remains a constant in the lives of our students and families at VCMS.  We, the parents and teachers, 

are the constant in the lives of our children.  We, the parents and teachers, have a strong and 

genuine purpose together.  In an ever changing world, we are the unvarying constant foundation for 

our children.  As a parent, I often reflect on who I need to be for my own children. Just like you, I 

experience the ebb and flow of great days and those not so great while raising teens.  However, I am 

confident that as our children grow older, there are some things that must be steady and 

unchanging.  One of these things is the importance of good values.  One example among many is the 

golden rule of treating others in the way that you would like to be treated.  Students in the middle 

school years begin to test the values they learned as a child.  They begin to identify and relate to 

those early conversations with their moms and dads, grandparents, and other significant adults.  

Students at this age begin to make connections to what values were discussed at home and to the 

interactions and situations at school and other social situations.  It is important as parents and 

teachers that we continue to discuss those early, simple, and timeless values that create caring, 

healthy and productive adults.  Students need to know that the good values discussed in their early 

years are just as important now, if not more so.  Certainly these discussions will have more meaning 

and different contexts than when our students were younger, but hopefully they will bring about 

closer relationships and trust between teens and their parents.  

 

I offer these thoughts for your consideration and reflection as I, too, strive to foster this relationship 

in my own household.  Together, we build the school we all want to have. I am grateful each day for 

our partnership and for the outstanding students that we have the privilege to teach.  

 

Respectfully, 

John M. Fitzpatrick, Principal    



 
 

Happy New Year! 
 
Welcome back, Viking Families! I have been enjoying settling into my role as your assistant principal 
and could not be more excited to see where we can go together this year. As we start this new 
school year, I find myself reflecting on new beginnings. For educators, each September is an 
opportunity to ring in a new year. In many ways, the rituals are the same. Some teachers even make 
resolutions. 
 
With this in mind, I offer my own resolutions for the 2015-2016 school year: 
 

 Celebrate successes - Whether big or small, our students and staff work hard to achieve 
amazing things each day. These should be celebrated, both publically and privately. Nothing 
feels better than being recognized for something on which you worked your hardest.  

 
 Support our students as they grow - Each student is on his or her own journey. Middle 

school is an exciting time because students truly start to develop into the adults they will 
become. It is important we help shape and guide them while allowing them to make some 
mistakes and learn their own lessons as well. 

 
 Make Connor Middle fun - Everyone deserves to enjoy coming to school. It’s true, we are 

here to learn, but there is so much more to the middle school experience than memorizing 
facts and constructing knowledge. We are working hard to build a community of which each 
and every student can be proud and enjoy being a part. 

 
 Develop leadership within our students - Each of our students plays a crucial role in our 

community. Since beginning in February, I’ve been impressed by the sheer number of 
students who enjoy getting involved to make our school better. We need to support not only 
our “go-getters,” but also our more shy and reserved students in finding their place, so that 
each student can contribute in a meaningful way. 

 
 Seek out opportunities for improvement - While there is no denying we are in a great place, 

there are always small things we can do better. Whether it’s tweaking our schedule, 
changing a procedure, or simply taking a different approach, it’s important we keep our eyes 
open to new and exciting things we can do to be even more awesome. 

 
So far, I have loved my time here at VCMS. I tell anyone who asks how lucky I feel to be a part of 
such a wonderful school and community. Though I’ve outlined five above, my one true resolution is 
to do whatever I can to help make this the best school year ever for all of our students, faculty, and 
staff. With that, I wish you a truly happy new year! 
 

Danielle Wallenhorst Hawkins, Assistant Principal 



 
 

News from 6th Grade Team A 
Team A has been working hard on helping the 6th graders transition to middle school. The 

teachers have been giving the students tips on how to stay organized and tools to help them 

study. 

In ELA, the students have been working on improving their vocabulary by using “The Flipped 

Classroom” model of instruction. The students view videos at home through the Google 

Classroom to learn about their WOWs (Words of the Week). The students bring completed 

Frayer models to class, where they discuss the word’s meaning and play games to deepen their 

understanding. The students have also been reviewing the various reading comprehension 

strategies. They have practiced these strategies in different ways, some of which include 

using pictures and completing QR Code Scavenger Hunts with the ipads. In writing, the 

students have been flexing their power of persuasion by writing argument pieces. The students 

have learned to state their claim, find reliable grounds for support, and acknowledge the other 

side of the argument with a rebuttal.  

In social studies, the students began the year reviewing their map skills. They used an app 

called Quiver to turn the two dimensional colored maps they created into three dimensional 

figures. From there, the students traveled back in time to learn about pre-historic man. They 

learned about the various groups of hominids and even created cave art. The students are 

currently working on a project based learning activity in Google Classroom using Google Slides 

to complete the “Iraq Look Back” to learn about Mesopotamia. They will be wrapping up the unit 

by pretending to be scribes and using a stylus to write cuneiform in clay tablets. 

In math, the students have been working on twenty-first century learning skills by navigating 

the online Digits program. The students began the year learning about numeric and algebraic 

expressions. They learned how to translate and evaluate the various expressions. From there 

the students moved on to topic two, where they learned about the various math properties. 

The used the properties to solve various word problems. In topic three, the students learned 

the difference between expressions and equations. They learned how to do inverse operations 

in order to find solutions to open equations. Lastly, they learned the difference between 

equations and inequalities. From here, the students will be learning about two variable 

relationships. 

In science, the students began the year learning about the Scientific Method. The 

students practiced using the method by completing an M&M lab. They will continue 

to reinforce the Scientific Method throughout the year by completing various 

STEM labs. After the students completed the unit on the Scientific Method, they 



 
 

began their Cells Unit. The students created two dimensional colored cells on paper and used 

the app Quiver to turn into three dimensional figures. They also used forensic science to 

figure out a “crime scene”. The students examined cells left behind at the crime scene and 

determined if the suspect was carrying a cotton (plant based) or a leather (animal based) bag. 

Additionally, the students have been working on three dimensional models of cells at home. 

After the cell unit, the students will begin learning about the classification of living things by 

doing project based learning on the iPads. 

Team A hopes the students have enjoyed the first few weeks of school as much as the 

teachers have! 

 

6th Grade Team B News: 
We are working hard in 6th grade and now that the students are comfortable with middle school, the hard 

work begins.  Please make sure you talk to your child each day; check their homework and their agenda.  

They may be in middle school, but they may still need some assistance in staying organized and staying on 

task.   

What’s New? 

The students have started using participation sheets on a daily basis.  The objective is to come every day to 

class with all materials, homework done, and have a positive attitude.  If students forget items or have 

behavior issues, they receive a teacher signature.  At the end of the week, students with no signatures get to 

“spin the wheel” for fun prizes. 

A Reminder: 

Students MUST have an agenda every day.  If your child loses his or her agenda, a new agenda may be 

purchased for $5.00.  Please have your child see his or her homeroom teacher if the agenda cannot be 

located.  

5 Week Supplementary Grades: 

Please make sure you have logged into Parent Portal to see your child’s 5 week grades.  If you are having 

problems with Parent Portal, please contact Student Services at 773-8837. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

6th Grade Team C Welcomes Students Back to School! 
 

The Team C Teachers welcome your child to VCMS!  As the year begins, 

everyone is excited about a fresh start in a new school.  There is much 

anticipation about new teachers, classes, and making friends.  For some, 

the transition to the middle school can be difficult.  Here are some tips to 

ensure your child “gets off on the right foot” and is successful: 

 Encourage your child to fill out and use the agenda daily. 

 Please review and check the agenda and parent portal regularly. 

 Provide a study space with supplies for your child. 

 Establish a set homework time and routine. 

 Visit the school after hours to check locker cleanliness. 

 Help your child study with review materials. 

 Teach your child how to manage his/her time. 

 Are you signed up for REMIND text alerts for each class?  If not, 

please check teachers’ websites for directions. 

 Encourage your child to seek help when needed.  Teachers don’t 

always know when there is a lack of understanding. Students are now 

at the age to become self-advocates.   

We look forward to working with you and your child this year.  It’s a team 

effort, so let’s unite together to ensure your child’s success! 

 

 

 



 
 

7th Grade Team D is off to an exciting start! 

During ELA, we have been reading The Outsiders.  The students are loving the book.  Much 

of the unit has consisted of vocabulary development and reading comprehension. 

In social studies, we just completed European Exploration and are working our way into 

English Colonization.  ELA and social studies have been working cross-curricular to develop 

students’ paragraph writing.  Expository writing has been the focus in paragraph writing 

with special attention to paragraph structure and using text-based details to answer 

questions. 

Personal identification is the focus in Spanish as we prepare for “The Day of the Dead.” 

 In science, we are starting matter.   

In math, we just finished the Number Sense unit on Integers, Decimals, and Fractions.  We 

are now going to be working on Algebra!  Great news…The students can and should use 

their calculators for most of the math from now on, starting after the first quarter 

Benchmark.  Just a reminder, Spiral corrections are a great way for your child to boost 

his/her average.   

Technology is also flourishing on Team E.  Students each have an Edmodo account where 

they can store and submit work.  In addition, Mr. Davis has been introducing the use of 

Google Classroom which will eventually be used across all the subjects.   

Thank you for all your support as we continue to evolve with technology! 

We are all looking forward to a productive school year! 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

Connor MS Students 

Learning and Having Fun! 



 
 

 



 
 

7
th

 Grade Team E News 

 

Thank you for a great start to the 2015-2016 school year! In an 

effort to acknowledge students who demonstrate the qualities of 

successful students, Team E will be starting an All Star recognition program 

which will honor students for going above and beyond in all aspects of the 

school setting.  Academics are important, but we also hope to recognize 

students for being respectful, responsible and all around great kids. 

 

On the academic front, it’s hard to believe that we are already well into 

October.  In science, students are finishing up work on the scientific 

method.  They are also beginning to submit their work using Google 

Classroom.  Ask them about it - they love it!   In math, we just finished the 

Number Sense unit on Integers, Decimals, and Fractions.  We are now going to 

be working on Algebra!  Great news- the students can and should use their 

calculators for most of the math from now on, starting after the first quarter 

benchmark.  Just a reminder, Spiral corrections are a great way for your child to 

boost his / her average.  In Spanish, students are learning to write descriptive 

passages about themselves.  Vocabulary is based on personal identification and 

characteristics.  In social studies, we are currently studying European 

Exploration and Colonization of the Americas.  Students are learning where 

Spain, France, and the Netherlands established settlements in the "New World," 

with special emphasis on the relationships they developed with Native 

Americans across the continent.   In English, we have recently finished reading 

O. Henry’s “The Ransom of Red Chief.”  We will be starting our first novel in the 

next few weeks, Andy Mulligan’s Trash.   

 

Just a reminder, if you haven’t signed up for the Parent Portal yet, please do, 

and check it often to keep apprised of your child’s grades.  Be sure to check 

their agenda each night, and talk to them about what they’re learning in school. 

 

 



 
 

8
th

 Grade Teachers Share 

 

Ms. Hayes’ social studies classes began the school year by reviewing some of 
the basic, necessary skills for reading and writing well in eighth grade and 
beyond.  
 
Since then, students have been working to refine and improve how they 
provide the explanations and definitions required in all academic subjects. 
They are working to provide written discussion of a subject or topic, preparing 
better written interpretations of documents, analyzing events in American 
history, or determining the meaning of political cartoons. 
 
Students use many of these types of skills when they respond in written form to 
questions or when writing essays. 
 
Throughout the year, students will practice their essay writing skills. This week 
classes worked to complete a model for organizing information for DBQ essay 
writing. Students then provided a peer critique of the work completed by a 
classroom partner on their essay organizers.  

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Hegarty’s science classes are learning about weather and the variables 

that cause weather and climate change.  By the end of the unit, 

students should be able to predict the weather!  Students are 

encouraged to watch the weather forecast daily. 

 

 



 
 

Mrs. Hahn’s ELA classes are starting to read the 

novella, “The Pearl,” and will participate in 

literature circles while they read.   

In addition, her classes have been reading 

nonfiction texts and, in their writing, are 

concentrating on citing quality evidence. 

 

Mrs. Campbell’s ELA classes completed close 

reading and annotating narrative nonfiction articles 

on social injustice in preparation for reading “The 

Pearl.”  In addition, writing tasks have included 

short responses and essays dealing with decisions 

people make and the effects of those decisions. 

The 8th grade Honors English classes have been 

studying questions regarding social justice and the human condition.  They, too, 

will read “The Pearl” as well as a novel of their choice 

dealing with social injustice. 

 

*All 8th graders complete independent reading 

responses every two weeks on a book of their choice. 

 

Earth science students are finishing up their first unit which includes topics on the shape and 

structure of the earth and locating position on the surface of earth.  Their culminating project will be 

the design and construction of a ski resort. For this project they will choose a land area by 

comparing topographic maps and build a 3-D model of the land-form showing the actual relief of the 

area. Next, students will determine where best to put beginner, intermediate, and advanced ski 

slopes.  Using their math skills, they will calculate how large to build the lodge, café, and parking lot. 

Finally, they will use their creative skills to design and print a sales brochure, highlighting the 

features of their resort.  Be sure to take a look at these projects during parent teacher conferences.  

 

 

 



 
 

Art, Grade 8 

Grade eight art students have begun the school year by learning a bit about the language of art.  

They’ve drawn comparisons between spoken language and language comprised of visual elements.  

Students have used line in a descriptive manner to realistically render a variety of objects with great 

detail.  They’ve created scientific studies of various objects with much specificity and observation.  

Artists with whom students are familiar include Richard Estes, Ralph Goings, M.C. Escher and various 

botanical illustrators.   

Building on their newly acquired knowledge and refined skill, students are currently working on 

their first major assignment: an emulation in the manner of Georgia O’Keefe.  Their task includes 

creating deliberate compositions which consciously control the way a viewer experiences their work 

of art. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          Studio in Art 
 

In addition to assignments done by grade eight students, Studio classes are currently studying the 

Pop Art Movement of the 1960s and the work of artist Peter Max.  Using watercolor and 

appropriated imagery, classes are creating colorful Max-inspired paintings of their own. 
 

 

 

 



 
 

Technology Classes 

 

In Mr. Nucci’s 7th grade Technology class students are working on a construction unit 

where they need to design, construct, and load test a balsa wood bridge.   

Students are learning about forces that act upon structures such as tension, 

compression, torsion, and shear.  Students first needed to research and brainstorm 

designs for a bridge.  After research, students went into a trial period where they 

designed a bridge using West Point Bridge Designer and load tested it by sending a 

virtual truck across their span.  They 

then took their successful designs and 

made a full scale drawing to be used 

as a blueprint for construction.  

Bridges are currently being 

constructed and load tested for 

efficiency. 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

In Mr. Nucci’s 8th grade Technology class, students just completed a Technical 

Drawing unit where they implemented their measurement skills to create scale, 

orthographic projection, perspective, oblique, and isometric drawings.  Students did a 

great job!   

Currently we are in the beginning of our Electricity unit where students will design 

and build a Cyborg communication device.  They will build a mask to wear, and wire 

up a circuit to use a series of blinking L.E.D.s.  

Students will create codes in order to maneuver through an obstacle course that will 

be set up within the classroom.  The patterns of blinking lights will serve as the only 

source of communication between the partners and will act as the Cyborg’s eyes! 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

FACS Classes Explore the Future 
 

Some might say that eighth grade is too early for students to begin to make decisions 

regarding their post-high school plans, but experts disagree.  Thus, our Career 

Exploration Unit starts off each semester of eighth grade FACS (Family and Consumer 

Science).  Students investigate their Interests, Aptitudes and Values and apply this 

knowledge to a presentation of one option for their future.  With the push towards 

learning more Argumentative Writing in ELA and transferring this skill to other 

subjects, students are asked to present their findings as if in a Court of Law.   

 

Have you ever met a Middle School Student who doesn’t like to argue?  

 

And, to encourage their Right Brain creativity, the pros and cons of the career are 

represented using Glogster and are then displayed for the student body in hopes of 

opening up discussion and questioning in others. Countless mature comments have 

been heard regarding this project, including:  

 “A value I have is knowledge and engaging myself in the pursuit of truth 

and greater understanding…(This) matches Nuclear Engineering because 

it is filled with so much discovery and learning.” 

 “I am not sure this job will give me success even if I put in the effort…I 

might look forward to this as a retirement job.” 

 “I will interview my grandfather and father about their jobs because a 

‘goal without a plan is just a wish.” 

Numerous students are now eager to volunteer in the career field 

or shadow a current employee or intern as a high school or college 

student. Parents can assist their children along their desired career 

paths by spending time engaging them in conversation about the 

trials/triumphs, challenges/benefits of their current jobs/careers. 



 
 

 

This display is featured in the hallway by Mrs. Fonte and Mrs. McHenry’s classrooms. 

 

 

Foreign Language 

The family unit is being studied in Spanish class.  In this unit the students will learn 

how to name family members, pets, holidays, as well as regular time, 24 

hour time, and daily activities. 

 

Halloween vocabulary and fun are planned for the end of 
October.  The Mexican holiday El Dia de los Muertos will be explored.  
Sampling food and making crafts will also be part of the experience. 

 



 
 

DECA News 

 

Since the end of summer, the thirty students of the JV DECA Club at VCMS have been 

busy making Grand Island a more welcoming place to be.  Starting at the Gus Macker 

Tournament in August, our students volunteered in the hot, humid weather to bring 

beverages to the thirsty fans and kept score at game after game as athletes and fans 

enjoyed the three on three basketball played right on Grand Island Boulevard. Many 

referees commented on the maturity of our eighth graders in handling many real life 

problem-solving situations.  

 

Soon after, the incoming Second Graders at Huth Road Elementary School, 

apprehensive and excited alike, were entertained by our club members as parents 

obtained important information from the administration and teachers to make 2015-

2016 a successful school year. Mrs. Keri Nowak was very pleased with the motivation 

and tenderness of our DECA kids.  

 

More recently, on both warm summer-like evenings and bone-chilling ones, our Royal 

Blue and White members have been assisting at Friday Night Lights Games and 

becoming more excited about the term “Forever a Viking”!  In addition to their 

Community Service, our students now beginning to prepare for JV DECA Mini-

Regional where they will apply problem solving skills on the spot to solve hypothetical 

business and marketing problems on their way to becoming more confident public 

speakers, team players and Career and College Ready youth! 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

Music Department Update 

 

The performing groups of the music department have been working hard to prepare 

for their first concert of the season. Ensembles have been focusing on the basics of 

concert performance including active listening, tone, balance and blend, intonation, 

and performance flexibility, while the student lesson groups have been focusing on 

improving technical skills, such as major and chromatic scales, range, tone quality, 

rhythm recognition, and facility. The general music classes have begun the year 

studying musical form and history, including folk dances, Baroque music, the history 

of rock ‘n roll, and have also begun a unit on music composition.  

 

There are a number of concerts in the coming 

weeks featuring the choruses, bands, and 

orchestras of VCMS. Many of our seventh and 

eighth grade ensembles will be performing on 

Wednesday, November 4 at 7:00pm, while the 

sixth grade ensembles have their first concert 

on Thursday November 19 at 7:00pm. All 

concert schedules can found on the GICSD     

district calendar. 

 

In addition, the VCMS musical, Disney’s The Lion King Jr. will be taking place October 

22, 23, and 24 at 7:00pm in the GIHS Auditorium. Tickets can be purchased at the 

door for $5. Over 60 of our middle school students will appear both onstage and 

behind the scenes to make this beloved Disney and Broadway musical come to life!  

 

 

 



 
 

Health and PE NEWS 

 

Fuel Up to Play 60 is a program sponsored by the NFL and the Dairy Council to 

get kids moving and eating more nutritiously. On September 28th, eleven 

ambassadors from VCMS were invited to “Fuel Up to Play 60” Kick Off Day at 

Ralph Wilson Stadium.  

Students met with Pro Football Hall of Famer Thurmon Thomas to devise both a 

healthy eating play and physical activity play to kick off during school this year.  

Our team of ambassadors has made it their mission to obtain the funds to 

purchase a salad bar/cold dairy bar for the middle school cafeteria and to 

increase dance opportunities for students.  

Be on the lookout for free, after school dance classes open to all students 

beginning November 3rd! Want to join our team? Visit FuelUpToPlay60.com to 

create a username, score points, and earn cool prizes and Buffalo Bills gear.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

On December 4th, VCMS will host the “Minute to Win It Family Fun Night Bazaar.” 

The event will take place from 6-9PM. 

There will be games, the cake walk, Dance Headz, dance class, possibly Bubble Soccer and snacks.   

Tickets will be sold for the games and food for $.50 each.   

The raffle tickets will cost $10.00 a sheet or 3 for $20.00.   

We currently have several donations from the local businesses.  

All money raised will be put back into our school!   

All families are welcome to attend.   

In order for the event to be a success, we are looking for basket donations for the raffle, as well as 

vendors to sell their merchandise.  If you or someone you know is willing to help 

please contact lauramurray@grandislandschools.org.   

Thanks for your help in making this event a success! 

 

mailto:lauramurray@grandislandschools.org


 
 

Blanket Making Workshop 

 

For the past eight years, the faculty and staff of Veronica Connor Middle School, along 

with the help of students and parents, have made No Sew Fleece Throw blankets for 

children in need.  In the past we have made and donated over 300 homemade 

blankets. We have distributed them to the Roswell Park Pediatric Unit, Children’s 

Hospital Pediatric Cancer Unit, Children’s Hospital Neo-Natal Unit, group homes on 

Grand Island for the mentally disabled and for the past three years we included the 

Salvation Army’s homeless shelters. 

This year’s blanket making workshop will be held Thursday November 20th at 2:25 in 

the Middle School cafeteria. The blankets are simple to make and fun to do.  All you 

need to bring is a pair of sharp scissors, a fleece blanket making kit (available at JoAnn 

Fabrics or WalMart for approximately $10-$12 on sale) or 1.5 yards of patterned 

fleece and 1.5 yards of coordinating solid color fleece.  Moms, dads, grandmas, 

children, etc. are all welcome.  It takes about one hour to make and the blanket 

making skill is yours to keep!   

If you are unable to attend but would still like to make a blanket, feel free to contact 

me to set up a time more convenient for you.  It would take about five minutes to 

show you how to make it.  Also, if you would just like to make a donation towards the 

purchase of a blanket kit or the material, we will gladly make the blanket for you.   

Thank you so much for your support in the past and thank you in advance for your 

help this year! 

Looking forward to seeing you on November 20th! 

Karen Grande 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

THANK YOU to the VCMS Student Council for purchasing a 

redesign of the flower bed at the entrance to our building.   

Students will care for maintain the flower bed for the future. 


